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JU 1-97054A 

A controller for an internal combustion according to this device determines 
based on operational status of the internal combustion whether the internal combustion 
is currently operated at higher compression ratio or at lower compression ratio. This 
controller detects actual compression ratio of the internal combustion, and compares the 
determined compression ratio and the detected actual compression ratio. If the 
controller determines based on the comparison that the internal combustion has a 
failure causing the compression ratio to be fixed to the status of lower compression ratio, 
it increases a target speed of idling speed by a predetermined amount. This prevents the 
idling speed from becoming unstable even if the failure has occurred that causes the 
compression ratio to be fixed to the status of lower compression ratio. 
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